
Stroke of  Genius
Feature - Screenplay

Family, Faith-based Drama
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FADE IN

EXT. LAKE SIDE PARK - DAY

Sunlight pours over the face of TY JACKSON (25) African 
American with both mental and physical disabilities. Ty has 
the mentality of a eight-year-old. He speaks slow with a slur 
and walks with a crooked limp. His mouth is twisted to the 
right side of his face due to facial nerve damage. It makes 
him look as if he’s trying very hard to wink at someone... 
all the time.

Ty looks up towards the sky and yells with his arms lifted 
and open wide.

TY
I love you, I love you, I love 
you, I love --

Ty’s love-fest with God is interrupted by a shout from his 
mother, CLAIR JACKSON (56).

CLAIR
TY, Honey, come and eat.

Ty joins the picnic where his mother sits on the ground with 
her back against a tree. On the other side of the same tree 
sits AUDREY COOPER (24) biracial. Audrey is Ty’s group 
guardian. She keeps an eye on three other STUDENTS from the 
Saab School and Residential Institute for the disabled and 
mentally challenged. The three students are all chasing a 
butterfly.

With glee, Ty runs over to join all the members of his field 
trip. He flops down by his mother and looks over the food. He 
gets very excited over a bowl of potato salad. 

TY
Potato salad! I love potato salad.

Clair reaches for a paper plate to prepare for Ty. But, 
before she picks up one of the plates, TY dips one of his 
hands into the bowl of potato salad. He grabs a handful and 
stuffs it into his mouth. He uses the other hand to grab more 
for his mother. Most of what he hands to his mom, falls in 
her lap.

CLAIR
Ty, Baby, you’re making a mess.

With potato salad still on his hands, Ty tries to help his 
mom wipe it off of her lap but makes an even bigger mess.
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TY
Sorry.

CLAIR
It’s okay Baby. I just need a 
napkin or something.

Audrey distracts everyone from the mess Ty made. 

AUDREY
Wow, what a mess. I guess that 
means...

Audrey grabs a handful of potato salad.

AUDREY (CONT'D)
Food fight!

Ty and all the students get excited. Everyone gathers around 
the food. They grab whatever they can and throw it at one 
another. Clair remains seated using paper plates to shield 
herself from flying food.

INT. SAAB INSTITUTE - FRONT LOBBY - DAY

A parade of food covered students prance through. DOCTOR JACK 
HILLSEN (59) the school’s director, stands by the reception 
desk. He stops sorting through a few pieces of mail to 
observe the spectacle.

Doctor Hillsen is a bit of a stuffed shirt. He holds multiple 
PhDs but has never earned the prestige and recognition he 
thinks he deserves. He cares a great deal about the well 
being of the students because they reflect on the institute.

Hillsen’s head follows the parade and the trail of droppings 
it leaves, until Ty grabs his attention.

TY
Doctor Hillsen, we had a picnic. I 
love potato salad!

Doctor Hillsen has a somewhat positive responds to Ty’s 
delight but without the slightest show of emotion.

DOCTOR HILLSEN
You wear it well Ty.

Hillsen spots Audrey at the end of the line. He doesn’t take 
his disapproving eyes off of her. She approaches him.
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DOCTOR HILLSEN (CONT'D)
Ms. Cooper.

AUDREY
We had a food fight.

DOCTOR HILLSEN
A food fight?

AUDREY
Yes, and they loved every minute of 
it.

Hillsen stands face to face with Audrey. He endeavors to say 
something but he can’t find the words to say, so he forces a 
slight smile and takes a deep breath instead.

AUDREY (CONT'D)
We need to get cleaned up.

Hillsen watches everyone walk away. MR. CHARLES (45) the 
building’s custodian, passes Audrey and the students. He 
follows the trail of small food droppings to Hillsen.

DOCTOR HILLSEN
Mr. Charles, perfect timing... Look 
at this mess. Please take care of 
it as soon as you can.

MR. CHARLES
I’m on it.
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